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Baby FACES Study Design
(EHS Family and Child Experiences Survey)

 89 programs - nationally representative

 Longitudinal - Spring 2009 through Spring 2012

Two cohorts 
– Perinatal (pregnant and child < 2 mos) in 

Spring 2009 (N= 194)
– Age 1 in Spring 2002 (N= 782)

 Note: The sample frame excluded Migrant and Seasonal or AI/AN programs, 
programs in Hawaii, Alaska, and Puerto Rico, and those that had fewer than 5 
children in our age windows. 
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Service Delivery: PIR & Baby FACES
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Characteristics of Early Head Start 
Families
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66

Linguistic and Ethnic Diversity
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Demographic Risk At Age 1

Percentage

Teen, single, not working/in school, no HS degree/ GED, 
financial assistance 

Source: Baby FACES 2009 Parent Interview
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Learning Activities: Age 2
Books:

 57% of households have 26 or more books

 Another 25% has between 11-25 books 

Literacy activities:

 60% of parents read more than once a day; 38% tell 
stories more than once a day

 Another 30% read about once a day; 37% tell stories 
once a day

 Only 8% of parents say that they read and tell stories 
less than once a day

Source: Baby FACES 2009 Parent Interview8
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Tailoring of Services to Family Needs 
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Language Match at Age 1 

95 % of families have home language used in 
home visits

96 % have home language spoken in 
classroom

Spanish speakers:

90% in home based option have home visitor 
who speaks Spanish

88% of one year olds in center based have a 
teacher or other adult in the classroom who 
speaks Spanish
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Options in Multiple Approach Programs
Home based option: Rural and more risk factors 
 Low birth weight and premature birth
 Children with developmental need/disability
 Parents in fair or poor health 
 Mother not have High School degree or GED
 Mother not working or in school 
 Family receives cash assistance 
 Substance use 

Center based option: Higher education and 
employed/school

 Single mother
 Teen mother 



Family Engagement
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Involving Parents in Planning Child Development Services  

 58% of programs have parents from 
more than half of families involved

 23% of programs have more then half 
of father or father figure (in families 
with father or father figure) involved 

Source:  Baby FACES 2010 Program Director Interview



Individual Family Partnership Agreements
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Reviewed on average 4.8 times per year
home only 11.0
multiple 4.3
center only 2.7

Family assessments used (weighted percent of programs): 
Agency-created assessment 30.0  
Family Needs Scale 8.8 
Edinburgh Postnatal Depression Scale 6.5  
HOME 3.1  
Beck Depression Inventory 2.4  
Family Support Scale 1.8  
Adult-Adolescent Parenting Inventory 1.7  
CES-D Depression Scale 1.7  

Source:  Baby FACES 2010 Program Director Interview
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Characteristics of Home Visits and 
Visitors
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Home Visiting Curricula 

Parents as Teachers 44%
Partners for a Healthy Baby 41%
Creative Curriculum 21%
Agency created 14%
No curriculum 3% 

Source: Spring 2009 Program Director interview
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Home Visitor Education
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Source: Spring 2009 Program Director SAQ
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Distribution of HOVRS-A Scores

Source: Baby FACES Home Visit Observations Spring 2009

Percentage
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Uptake of Home Visits by Month
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Early Exiters
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Early Exiters: Gone 1 year later

 21% of the 1-year-old Cohort and 27% of Cohort 0

 Most leave in summer or fall

 Leavers and stayers are similar in terms of:
– child development 
– attendance
– staff characteristics
– home visit/classroom quality

 Some differences:
– stayers report better staff/parent relationships 
– exiters have higher maternal risk
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Most Common Reasons for Leaving

Moved 31%
Too busy 12%
Center/HV inconvenient 8%
No center slots 7%

Source: Baby FACES Exit Interview 2009 & 2010
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Satisfaction with EHS is High Among Exiters

Source: Baby FACES Exit Interview 2009 & 2010
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