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Resear ch Questions

» What types of curricula are used by Head Start programs?

» Do Head Start teachers receive training and on-going
support in the use of their curriculum?

> Are Head Start teachers satisfied with their curriculum?

» |sthere arelationship between the characteristics of a
classroom and the type of curricula used in the classroom?



Sample

]
» Datawere collected from Family and Child Experiences

Survey (FACES) — Fall 2000

» Classroom and teacher information was collected from 265
teachers from a national sample of 43 Head Start programs

» Information on family characteristics was collected from
Interviews with parents

> Data presented are welghted to represent the universe of
Head Start programs



Figure1l: TheMajority of Teachers Used A
Single, Specific Curriculum
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Figure2: The Majority of TeachersUsed Either
Creative Curriculum or High/Scope
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Figure 3: The Majority of TeachersWho Received
Curriculum Training, Received It From Their Program
Staff
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Figure4: The Majority of TeachersWho Received
Ongoing Support, Recelved It From Their
Supervisor/Education Coordinator
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Figure5: TheMajority of Teachersand
Assistant Teachers Had Accessto a Copy of Their
Curriculum
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Figure 6: TeachersLiked Their Respective
Curriculafor a Variety of Reasons
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Figure 7: Most Teachers From Northeast, Midwest, and West
Used Creative Curriculum or High/Scope While Majority of
Teachers From the South Used Other Curricula

]
75
61.4
m 60 - 54.4
E 445
g 451 2.7 406 '
|_
= 30.5
e 301 213 245 24.9
Q 17.3 21.1
i 16.7
O 15 -
O Il T T T
Northeast Midwest South West

Program Region

B Creative Curriculum O High/Scope @ Other

10




Figure 8: TheMajority of Children from Northeast, Midwest,
and West Werein Classrooms That Used Creative Curriculum
or High/Scope
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Figure 9: TheMajority of Urban Teachersused Either
Creative Curriculum or High/Scope While Majority of
Rural TeachersUsed Creative Curriculum
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Figure 10: Almost Half of the Children From Urban Programs
Experienced Creative Curriculum or High/Scope, Whereas The
Majority of Children From Rural Programs Experienced Creative

Curriculum

Percent of Teachers

60

50 -

40 -

30 -

20 -

10 -

29.1

53.0

49.6

24.9
21.3 22.1

Creative

Curriculum

High/Scope Other
B Urban O Rural

13



Figure 11: The Classrooms of Teacherswho Used Creative
Curriculum and High/Scope had Significantly Higher Average
Quality Factor Scores Than Classrooms Using Other Curricula
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Figure 12: The Classrooms of TeachersWho Used Creative
Curriculum or High/Scope had Significantly Higher ECERS
L anguage Scores Than Classrooms of TeachersWho Used Other

Curricula
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Figure 13: Children in Classroomsthat Used Creative Curriculum or
High/Scope Were From FamiliesWho had Significantly Higher
Monthly Incomes Than Children in Classrooms That Used Other
Curricula
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Figure 14: TeachersWho Used Other Types of
CurriculaWereMorelLikely To Serve Families
That Werethe Poorest
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Figure 15: Teachers Who Used High/Scope or Other
Curricula Served a Higher Per centage of
Non-White Children
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Conclusion

]

> Ninety-one percent of Head Start classrooms used at |east
one curriculum, with the mgority using asingle, specific
curriculum

» Creative Curriculum and High/Scope were the most
commonly used curricula

» The magority of teachers received training and ongoing
support in the use of their curriculum

» Most teachers received training from their program staff

> A copy of the curriculum was available to majority of the
teachers and teacher assistants

» The magority of teachersliked their curriculum
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Conclusion

» The magority of teachers from the Northeast, Midwest, and
West used either Creative Curriculum or High/Scope while
majority of teachers from the South used Other Curricula

» The mgority of teachers from urban programs used either
Creative Curriculum or High/Scope while majority of the
teachers from rural programs used Creative Curriculum

» Classrooms that used Creative Curriculum or High/Scope
had significantly higher classroom quality scores than
classrooms that used other curricula

20



Conclusion

]
» Classrooms that used Creative Curriculum or High/Scope

had significantly higher ECERS language scores than
classrooms that used other curricula

» Teachers who used Other curricula served the highest
percentage of poor children

» Teachers who used High/Scope and Other Curricula
served more non-white children
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