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The Office of
Planning, Research
and Evaluation
(OPRE) studies
Administration for
Children and Families
(ACF) programs and
the populations they
serve through
rigorous research and
evaluation projects.
These include
evaluations of existing
programs, evaluations
of innovative
approaches to helping
low-income children
and families, research
syntheses and
descriptive and
exploratory studies.

Welfare Rules Database, an on-
line, publicly available resource.
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SAY WHAT YOU MEAN AND MEAN WHAT YOU SAY:
TERMINDLOGY AGNOSTICISM IN CHILD CARE
QUESTIONNAIRES

Say What You Mean and Mean
What You Say: Terminology
Agnosticism in Child Care
Questionnaires

How can we improve the quality of data and
analysis in child care research surveys? One
key step is to avoid unclear terminology with
multiple meanings to different audiences.

Say What You Mean and Mean What You
Say discusses three topical areas that
typically utilize unclear terminology, and
presents jargon-free alternatives for use in
child care surveys. Those areas include mode
of child care; provision of privately arranged
home-based care; and payment of fees and
receipt of subsidies. The brief reports on
cognitive and feasibility testing, in addition
to a literature review. The brief concludes
with general guidelines for identifying
unclear terminology and developing
alternative wording for child care surveys.
Produced by Child Trends, the brief is a
product of the Child Care and Early
Education Policy and Research Analysis and
Technical Expertise Project.

> Read Full Brief
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Conceptualizing and
Measuring Collaboration
in the Context of Early
Childhood Care and
Education

With an increased emphasis on
coordination and collaboration
across the early care and
education sector, identifying
the key components of these
activities provides a path
toward facilitating their
successful application.

To that end, Conceptualizing
and Measuring Collaboration in
the Context of Early Childhood
Care and Education, aims to
identify as well as encourage
the development and use of
measures of collaboration in the
early childhood field via the
presentation of a state-level
collaboration logic model. The
brief describes the key
components of collaboration,
and identifies and considers
existing measures of
collaboration. Additionally, the
authors provide
recommendations for future
research designed to explore
the nature of collaborations
within the early care and
education setting, as well as for
the development of measures
that could facilitate this
research. Produced by Child
Trends, this brief is another
recent product of the Child
Care and Early Education
Policy and Research Analysis
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and Technical Expertise Project.
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OPRE's Truman-Albright Fellow,
Jacob Wellman, Awarded
Marshall Scholarship

We are proud to extend our sincere
congratulations to Jacob Wellman,
Truman-Albright Fellow at OPRE, for his
selection as a 2014 recipient of the
Marshall Scholarship. The Marshall
Scholarship, administered by the
Marshall Aid Commemoration
Commission, funds forty American
students each year to study for two years
in the United Kingdom. Selected for their
ambassadorial potential and academic
achievement, scholars competed
nationally for the opportunity to become
a part of this prestigious program. Jacob
plans to use the scholarship to study
environmental economics and climate
change and international political
economy at the London School of
Economics and Political Science next fall.

As a fellow with the Truman-Albright
Fellows Program, Jacob contributes to
numerous projects at OPRE, including the
Welfare Research and Evaluation
Conference, the Family Self-Sufficiency
Research Consortium, the Subsidized and
Transitional Employment Demonstration
project, and the Health Professions
Opportunity Grant evaluation portfolio.
We look forward to his continued
contributions to OPRE and his future
endeavors.
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Recently Released Reports

NEW Welfare Rules Databook: State TANF Policies as of
July 2012
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Terminology Agnosticism in Child Care Questionnaires
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Validation of Quality Rating and Improvement Systems
(QRIS): Examples from Four States

Literature Review: Analyzing Implementation and
Systems Change-Implications for Evaluating HPOG
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