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3rd Grade

School Entry Reading Math General

Reading .18*** .05***

Math .27*** .10***

2nd Grade

Reading .14*** .12** .11**

Math .23*** .23*** .27***







To learn is to be engaged



What does effective instruction 
look like?

 Appropriately challenging

 Connected to child’s previous 
understanding/skills and language skills

 Connected to real-life experience

 Involves active thinking/problem solving, 
opportunities to explore, use resources

 Focus is on understanding, not getting the 
right answer

 Often involves manipulation of objects
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What do teachers need to know?

 Management/organizational strategies

 Child development (culture and language)

 Subject matter

 How to teach subject matter

 What each child understands



11 + 41 = 151
87 – 6 = 27

How many red triangles?   3

Write a number 
that has 8 ones, 
and 3 tens. 

83



What are the tools?

 Curriculum

 Materials for children to manipulate

 Technology

 Formative assessments

 Classroom observation protocols



How do we get there?

 capacity building and accountability
◦ Training and professional development
 embedded in practice

 relevant to practice

 ongoing support/coaching

 culture of learning and continuous improvement for 
adults

 planning, reviewing student progress, revising

 using student assessment and teacher observation 
tools

◦ Time

 Reduce teacher turnover

Plan/

Revise

ExecuteAssess

Analyze



What research is needed?

 Evaluations of effective teaching practices for 
English language learners

 Development and evaluation of formative 
assessment tools for children and teachers

 Assessment of different strategies for teacher 
development (pre- and in-service)

 Examinations of different SES and language 
combinations of children in classrooms
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