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“Dual language learners are children learning two or more 
languages at the same time, as well as those learning a 
second languagg g  e while continuingg   to developp   their first
(or home) language.” (p.1) 

Definition  Definition  includes simultaneous  and sequential secondincludes simultaneous and sequential  second 
language learners 

Distinctions are usually made in literature 
I ncl ud es E n li s  h l an ua e l earners (ELL)  an  d E n li shI l d E gli h l g g l (ELL) d E gli h as a 

Second Language (ESL) students 



Underserved or Underserved or 
InappropriatelInappropriatelll y Servey Servedddd  
 

PopulationPopulationPopulationPopulation

 

AttAttAttAtt enendddd anceance/P/P/Par/Partitititicciiii papattititii onon RRRRaatttteses 
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Achievement Patterns: K Entry; ThirdAchievement Patterns: K Entry; Third 
Grade ReadinGrade Readingg   Math and Math ScoresMath and Math Scores 
HiHiggggh School School Comh School School Comppppletion andletion and

College Matriculation andCollege Matriculation and GraduationGraduation 
AdultAdultAdult   Adult IIncomes;Incomes;Incomes; ncomes;   PPercentPercentercent Percent   ininin   in PovertyPovertyPoverty Poverty 



Some Possible ExSome Possible Expppplanationlanationss
1. 1. Additive Bilingual EducationAdditive Bilingual Education::
 ssure massure ma nnA iA i ttenance anenance an   eveevedd dd opmenopmenll  o o  s s uutt enenff sst ’tt d ’t dAA ii tt dd dd ll tt ff tt dd tt ’’  

home language home language while alsowhile also adding Englishadding English
Developmental Bilingual Developmental Bilingual Education:Education:
 Additive, e.g. Two-way Additive, e.g. Two-way dual immersion (DLL dual immersion (DLL & EO) & EO) 

or or one-way immersion one-way immersion (DLL only) programs(DLL only) programs
22 SubtractiveSubtractive BilingualBilingual Education:Education:22. . SubtractiveSubtractive  BilingualBilingual  Education:Education:
 Some support for home language while Some support for home language while students students 

are transitioned into EO are transitioned into EO instructioninstruction
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Transitional Bilingual models are subtractive in Transitional Bilingual models are subtractive in 
naturenature

33 EnglishEnglish immersionimmersion Programs:Programs:33. . EnglishEnglish  immersionimmersion  Programs:Programs:
Subtractive, “sink or Subtractive, “sink or swim”swim”



BBasic Program Models for Youngasic Program Models for Young  
DualDual  Dual Dual LanguageLanguage  Language Language LearnersLearnersLearnersLearners 
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Typical ECE Typical ECE Program Models for DLLsProgram Models for DLLs 

Native/Home
Language 

 Focus: Home  
language dev., 
N E  li  hNo English 

All children and 
teachers are 
speak f  hkers of home 
language 

All 
interactions 
i hin home 
language 

BilingualBilingual  
Classrooms 

Fo  cus:can beFocus:can be  
transitional or 

d evelopment
dual language 
d l t: 
one-way or 
two-way y 
immersion 

InstructionInstruction  
and 
Inter

t
actions

 i b  hin both 
English and 
home 
lang.:range 
of % in L1 

 

E li h 
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English 
Language 
(ELD) 

F E li hFocus:English 
acquisition 

DLL kDLLs can speak 
multiple 
languages 

All 
6 

All 
instruction 
in English 

 Can be   DLL onlyCan be DLL  only 
or mixture of EO 
and DLL 



WWhhhh at is tat is thhhh e Proe Problblblblemem?? 

Most Most DLLs receive the majority of their DLLs receive the majority of their 
instruction and classroom instruction and classroom interactions interactions 
with academic with academic content in Encontent in Engglishlish 
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Little, if any, systematic, personalized Little, if any, systematic, personalized 
support for home lansupport for home langguauage ge 
maintenance combined with English maintenance combined with English 
languagelanguage  language language developmentdevelopmentdevelopmentdevelopment 
Defacto Subtractive Bilingual Education Defacto Subtractive Bilingual Education 



Research Research   for for  DLL DLL ChildrenChildren
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 RR ecent AA rea of f CC oncern: NCLBNCLB, 
Demographics, Impact of Preschool,  Importance
of of  Early  Early years!!years!! 
 Dozens of studies---at best (recent research 
syyntheses,, meta-analyyses))  
 Measurement Issues 
 Debate on Goals & Terms 
 MMustt considid er researc  h h ff rom many didisciiplili nes
 Exciting New Infant Research: Neuroscience
 
 Most Most  rigorous rigorous  reach  reach similar similar  conclusions conclusions 



Conclusions of “Best” Scientific Studies: 

(LM Literacy Panel, 2006; Genesee et al., 2006; 

CREDE Report, 2006; Goldenberg, 2011)
 

Usingg  child’s pprimaryy lan gguagge or L1 

promotes achievement in English, L2 (.2-
.6 standard deviation in test 

performance)
performance) 
High Quality literacy practices benefit

DLLsDLLs --but  but efeffect  fect sizes  sizes are  are lowerlower 
 
Instructional Adjustments are needed---
few details
 

Assessment in both languages is 

critical
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Early Early  Achievement  Achievement Gains Gains  in in  EnglishEnglish 

   g  ,  g,  Young DLLs learn early literacy skills,g  y  e.g.,y  decoding, ,
phonemic awareness at age-appropriate levels (Espinosa 
& Zepeda, 2010) 
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Vocabulary and comprehension significantly below 
national norms byy  4th gg rade (( Lesaux,,  et al.,,  2010)) 

DLLs can read English words but don’t have 
 linguistic linguistic  background background to  to understand  understand texttext 



   
 

h h

SomeSomeSomeSome  ConclusionsConclusionsConclusionsConclusions  AAAboutAboutboutbout
Language and OutcomesLanguage and Outcomes

 English immersion and dual language English immersion and dual language 
approaches promote growth in Englishapproaches promote growth in English 
DDuauall   llD l anlanggD l  l  uauagge proe proggrams rams iiii  mprovemprovedd   SSd Sd  panpanisisS  hii h   

language development for both DLLs and language development for both DLLs and 
EOsEOsEOsEOs ----withwithwith with   nonono no   losseslosseslosses losses   iininn   in EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish 
 Spanish language loss is common in English Spanish language loss is common in English 

immersion classes (FACES; NRS; ERF)immersion classes (FACES; NRS; ERF) 
Home language loss could have long-term Home language loss could have long-term 

consequencesconsequences 
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Consequences of Home LanConsequences of Home Langguauagge Lose Losss 

Erasing Erasing a child’s a child’s language or cultural patterns language or cultural patterns 
of language use is of language use is a great loss for the child. a great loss for the child. 
ChildChildChildChild renren’’ ’s ’s idid idenidentitititititititi es anes andddd  sense o sense offff  se selflflflf are  are 
inextricably inextricably linked linked to the language to the language they they 
speakspeakspeak speak   andandand and   thethethe the   culturecultureculture culture   toto  to whichwhichto which which   theythey  they havehavehavethey have   
been socialized. been socialized. They are, even at an early They are, even at an early 
agaggg e, se, spppp eakers of eakers of their lantheir langggg uauagggg es andes and 
members members of their cultures. Language and of their cultures. Language and 
culture are essential to culture are essential to children’s identities.children’s identities. 

Genesee et al., 2004, p.33Genesee et al., 2004, p.33 



LanLangguauagge Loss, cont.e Loss, cont. 

Home Home Language loss linked to poor long-term Language loss linked to poor long-term 
academic outcomesacademic outcomes ((((Slavin & Slavin & Cheung, Cheung, 2005; 2005; 

Oller & Eilers, 2002; Oller & Eilers, 2002; Thomas & Collier, 2002Thomas & Collier, 2002)) 

10/3/2011 13 

 Preschool children Preschool children qqqq uickluicklyyyy  can shift lan can shift langggg uauagg
preference to English (

gee 
preference to English (Wong-Filmore, 2000)

g 
Wong-Filmore, 2000) 

 Linguistic and Linguistic and cognitive benefits to becoming cognitive benefits to becoming 
fully bilinfully bilinggual (ual (Bialystok, 2001, 2011; Winsler, Bialystok, 2001, 2011; Winsler, et et 
al., 1999)al., 1999) 
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MaintaininMaintainingggg  the home lan the home langggg uauagggg e is e is essential essential notnot
just to the child’s future academic and cognitive just to the child’s future academic and cognitive 

development, but also to the child’s ability to development, but also to the child’s ability to 
establish a strong cultural identity, establish a strong cultural identity, to develop to develop 

and and sustain strong ties with their immediate and sustain strong ties with their immediate and 
extended families, and to thrive in a global, extended families, and to thrive in a global, 

multilingual world.multilingual world. 
Espinosa, 2010Espinosa, 2010 

10/3/2011 



Challenge:Challenge:  Challenge: Challenge: HowHowHow   How tototo   to DoDoDo   Do BothBothBoth   andandBoth andand   
More?More? 

Context:Context: 
Most ECE teachers are NOT BilinMost ECE teachers are NOT Bilinggggual or ual or wellwell 

prepared prepared on issues of diversityon issues of diversity 
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Political/Policy constraints in many states and Political/Policy constraints in many states and 
communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities , , eee..e gggg ., ., CACACACA , , AZAZAZAZ , , MAMAMAMA 
Dual language programs not always Dual language programs not always 

aapppppppp roropppp riateriate,,,,  e. e.ggg..g ,,,,  3 or more lan 3 or more langggg uauagggg es with noes with no 
dominant language among children & familiesdominant language among children & families 
Lack of clear, concrete procedural guidanceLack of clear, concrete procedural guidance 



We are proposing a new model We are proposing a new model 
that reflects the research and that reflects the research and 

acknowledgesacknowledges thethe realitiesrealitiesacknowledgesacknowledges  thethe  realitiesrealities


ll
Continuum of support for dual language Continuum of support for dual language 
llearnersearners

No more all or nothing!No more all or nothing!
 pecpecS iS i c sc sffii raratt eett es es ii ff tt hh tthh tt tt SS ifiifi tt tt gigi ffor or tteaceachhers ers ththaatt promo promotte e 

oral language development in English and oral language development in English and 
susupppppppport home lanort home langggguauagggge develoe developpppmentment

 Explicit “bridging” Explicit “bridging” between 2 languages: between 2 languages: UseUse
what the child knows (linguistically, what the child knows (linguistically, 
concepconcepttttuaualllllllly, cuy, cultltltlturaurallllllllyy))))  tttto o bbbbuuildildildild new  new 

10/3/2011knowledge……….transfer! knowledge……….transfer! 

  

16



PersonalizedPersonalized OralOral Language(s)Language(s)PersonalizedPersonalized  OralOral  Language(s)Language(s)  
Learning: POLL strategies Learning: POLL strategies 
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Begins with Family Conversations: Begins with Family Conversations: 
FamilFamilyy Lan Langguauaggy g ges and Interests es and Interests 
InterviewInterview

y g g

InformsInformsInformsInforms  teachersteachersteachersteachers  aboutaboutaboutabout  homehomehomehome  languagelanguagelanguagelanguage  
practices, talents, and interests to connect practices, talents, and interests to connect 
family, family, teacher, and child and promote teacher, and child and promote 
home-school collaborationhome-school collaboration
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LAUSD T rans itional  Kindergarten Family  Languages and  Interests Survey 

 
Today’s Da te:  ________/_________/________  
                                           Mo nth             Day        Year  

CHILD’S NAME (first, middle, l ast): ___________________ _____ ____________________________________ __ 
 
 
Gender:    Boy        Girl             Ch ild’s  Da te  of  Birth:  ________/_________/________  
           Month                      Day               Year  
1. Who are the  mem bers  of your  family? _____ __________________________________ _____ ___ _____ ________ 
2. How man y family  memb ers live  with you and child ?______ ________ _____ _________ _____ _________________ 
3. Who is the primary careg iver of your child ? _____________ _____ ________ _________________ ___________ __ 
4. Wha t language doe s the primary caregiver speak m ost often with child? _ ___________ ________ ___________ __ 
5. Wha t language did your child learn when he or she first began to talk? ______________________ _____ ______ __ 
6. Doe s an yone in your home spea k an indi genous language? Yes  No  Identify :___________ _____________ 
7. Can you tell me what lan guage(s)  each  of the  followi ng people  in your  househo ld speak  to your  child? 

Only English Mostly English, some 
other language (i dentify) 

Mostly other language 
(identify), some English 

Only other language 
(identify) 

Mother (or you) 

Father (or you) 

Older siblings 

Grandmother 

Grandfather 

Aunt/Uncle 

Others, after school, 
community  membe rs 

8. Wha t special tal ents or interests does your chil d ha ve?_ _________________________ _____ ___ _____ ________ 

 

9. Who  does your c hild  pla y with  most  often?  9  Who  does  your  child  pla y with  most  often?_________________________________________________________  
 

10. W hat are your aspirati ons for  your child ? ______ _______ ________ _____ ______________ ________________ 

11. W hat are your expe ctat ions for the Transiti onal Kindergart en year?_ ___________ ___ _____ ___ _____ ______ __ 

12. D o yo u ha ve any hobb ies or interest s that you would like  to share  with your child’s class?_ ___ ______________ 

13. W ould  you be interest ed in  volunteeri ng in your  chil d’s class?_ ___________________ _____ ___ _____ ________ 
If yes , pre ferred day and time_ _____ _____________ ___ _____ ___ _____ ____________________________ ___ 10/3/2011
 18 



POLLPOLL  POLL POLL contcontcontcont.. 
Environmental SupportsEnvironmental Supports 
IInsnsttI trucructitiI t  ttionaonall   i  l StStSS raratl  tteett  gigit  esiies 
Anchor Anchor book, intentional message, book, intentional message, vocab. vocab. 

ImprintingImprintingImprintingImprinting , , songssongssongssongs , , ccchantshantschantshants , , vvisualvisual  isual visual cccues/gesturesues/gesturesues/gesturescues/gestures 
Skilled Story Book Reading (Skilled Story Book Reading (specific strategies specific strategies 

that build that build vocab and narrativevocab and narrative)) 
Opportunities Opportunities to Practice Across Contextsto Practice Across Contexts 
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Screening and Continuous Screening and Continuous AssessmentAssessment 
StrongStrong  Strong Strong ParentParent Parent-Parent-FamilyFamilyFamily Family   PartnershipsPartnershipsPartnerships Partnerships   ((((homehomehome  home 

visiting, parent-school collaborations, parent visiting, parent-school collaborations, parent 
education, family support programseducation, family support programs)) 
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((((EspinosaEspinosaEspinosa,,Espinosa 2011)2011)2011) 2011) 

““TheTheThe   conclusionsconclusions  The conclusions conclusions ofof  of of multiplemultiple  multiple researchresearchmultiple researchresearch   
syntheses is thatsyntheses is that young DLLsyoung DLLs need aneed a 
combinationcombination  combination combination oofof  of f iinteractiveinteractiveinteractive   nteractive andand  and and ddirectdirectirectdirect  
 
instruction approaches with directinstruction approaches with direct 

iinsnstti ti trucructitittii  on on woron on wordd--llll dd eveevellll andddd   tttt exextttt
  an 
 
decoding skillsdecoding skills embedded withinembedded within 


interactive learning environments thatinteractive learning environments that 
are meaninare meaninggggful andful and contextualizedcontextualized toto 


the students’ backgrounds.”the students’ backgrounds.” 
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OverviewOverview  of of  “bestbest  practicespractices ”  in in your your  hand hand 
outs 

ElizabethElizabeth MagruderMagruder willwill demonstratedemonstrate 
 
specific strategies and show a few video 

clipsclips illustratingillustrating strategiesstrategies inin LAUSDLAUSD
 
 
classrooms
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