
Human Services Research Partnerships: Puerto Rico, 
2013-2018  
Project Overview 

The Research Partnerships are intended to improve understanding of the most promising human 
services approaches to improve the quality of life in the region, with particular focus on topics related 
to the Head Start and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families programs. The first Human Service 
Research Partnership cooperative agreement was awarded to the Inter American University of 
Puerto Rico Metropolitan Campus (IAUPR) to support partnerships among researchers, local 
governments, and community-based organizations to define and address research questions 
regarding the social and economic well-being of low-income children and families. 

The team at Inter-American University have identified their main goal as promotion of effective 
research and the development of a culture and practice of evidence-based policy making on low-
income families and children in Puerto Rico. Under the leadership of the Inter-American University of 
Puerto Rico Metropolitan Campus (IAUPR-MC) the project will bring together key stakeholders from 
academia, government agencies, non-profit organizations and providers, philanthropic institutions 
and the private sector to develop a multi-stakeholder partnership to advance research, focusing on 
low-income families and children. The project will result in a needs assessment and identification of 
successful approaches and best practices to improve self-sufficiency among poor families and 
children in Puerto Rico. 

Please visit http://www.metro.inter.edu/hsrppr/index.asp for more information on the Human 
Services Research Partnership Grantee. 

Project Period: 2013 through 2016 
Point of Contact: Wendy DeCourcey, Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation 
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