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The Latest from OPRE... 
In this issue: our latest work on the use of behavioral economics in human services, a 
detailed look at a study of home visiting programs, examinations of the use of ongoing 
assessment in early care and education to individualize instruction, quality in Early Head 
Start classrooms & home visits, our review of evidence on employment strategies for 
low-income adults, & more.   

Featured Research and Reports 
 

Using Behavioral Economics to Increase 
Child Support Payments 
Can reminders improve child support collections from 
noncustodial parents who do not have income withholding? 
Yes, according to a study in Franklin County, Ohio. Explore 

findings from our latest report from the Behavioral Interventions to Advance Self-
Sufficiency (BIAS) project to learn more about these impacts.  

 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/reminders-to-pay-using-behavioral-economics-to-increase-child-support-payments?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/reminders-to-pay-using-behavioral-economics-to-increase-child-support-payments?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16,+2015&utm_campaign=July+16,+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email


Evaluating the Effects of Home Visiting 
Programs for Mothers & Infants 
Home visiting programs that provide services prenatally 
have the potential to prevent and reduce negative birth 
outcomes, improve infant and maternal health, and reduce 
health care costs. With these outcomes in mind, we 
partnered with CMS, and HRSA on the Mother and Infant 
Home Visiting Program Evaluation - Strong Start to examine 
the impacts of home visiting programs on birth and health 
outcomes for mothers and infants, as well as the 
implementation of the programs. This report lays out the 

plan for the study, including a description of the sampling plan, the implementation 
study, and the measurement and analytic plan for the impact study. Explore the 
report to learn more.  

 

Teachers' Use of Ongoing Assessment to 
Individualize Instruction: The Need for 
Stronger Evidence 
Despite a growing emphasis on ongoing child assessment 
for individualization, we know little about how, or how well, 

early care and education teachers implement ongoing assessment to adjust instruction 
or caregiving. Explore this new brief to learn more about our current understanding 
and the remaining gaps in knowledge.  

 

What Do We Know About How Early 
Childhood Teachers Use Ongoing 
Assessment? 
Early care and education professionals consider using 
ongoing child assessment to tailor instruction as a best 

practice in early education programs. It is also a requirement in the Head Start 
Performance Standards.Explore this brief to learn research-to-practice findings and 
recommended practices from a literature review on ongoing assessment in early 
childhood settings.  

 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/design-mother-infant-home-visiting-program-evaluation-strong-start?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/design-mother-infant-home-visiting-program-evaluation-strong-start?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/tailored-teaching-stronger-evidence-early-childhood-ongoing-assessment-individualize-instruction?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/what-do-we-know-about-how-early-childhood-teachers-use-ongoing-assessment?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email


What Does it Mean to use Ongoing 
Assessment to Individualize Instruction in 
Early Childhood? 
Key factors that influence a teacher's ability to use 
curriculum-embedded approaches to ongoing assessment 

include programmatic supports, such as training; teacher's knowledge; and family 
involvement.Explore this brief to learn more about how practitioners can use ongoing 
child assessment for individualization of instruction in ECE classrooms.  

 

Home Visit & Classroom Quality in Early 
Head Start 
What does quality look like in Early Head Start programs, 
what predicts quality, and, in turn, what aspects of quality 
can predict child and parenting outcomes? Explore these 
findings from the Early Head Start Family and Child 
Experiences Survey related to home visit and classroom 
quality to learn more.  

 

Reviewing the Evidence on Employment 
Strategies for Low-Income Adults 
Th e Employment Strategies for Low-
Income Adults Evidence Review is asystematic review of ev
aluations ofemployment and training programs for low-
income individuals.Explore this report and brief to learn 
more about the methods used to conduct the literature 
review at the core of this effort, including information about 
criteria for searching the literature, screening studies for 
eligibility, assessing the strength of evidence in each study, 
and extracting and summarizing information reported in the 

studies.  
 

 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/what-does-it-mean-to-use-ongoing-assessment-to-individualize-instruction-in-early-childhood?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/early-head-start-home-visits-and-classrooms-stability-predictors-and-thresholds-of-quality?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/early-head-start-home-visits-and-classrooms-stability-predictors-and-thresholds-of-quality?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/employment-strategies-for-low-income-adults-evidence-review-standards-and-methods?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email


Innovative Methods in Social Science Research - Meeting 
Material Now Available 
We periodically organize meetings that bring together scientists and research experts to 
discuss how to apply innovative and scientifically rigorous methodologies to policy-
relevant questions. Now you can explore materials from past Innovative Methods 
Meetings atwww.opremethodsmeeting.org on topics including: methods to unpack the 
"black box," estimating impacts, implementation research, subgroup analysis, and effect 
sizes.  

 

New Resources for Working with Administrative Data 
Explore the new Working with Administrative Data section of Research 
Connections to learn more about how to support the acquisition, use, management, 
linking, and analysis of administrative data for researchers in the child care and early 
education field. 

 

Honoring World Refugee Day 
On June 19, we celebrated World Refugee Day to honor the resilience of refugees and 
asylees fleeing persecution, civil and political unrest, and war. As a part of this 
celebration, Acting Assistant Secretary Mark Greenberg highlighted 
collaborations across our organization aimed at welcoming refugees and supporting 
their integration . One such collaboration includes our work with the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement and Office of Family Assistance on the Understanding the Intersection 
Between TANF and Refugee Cash Assistance Services project .  

 

Recently Released Reports 
  
NEW Reminders to Pay: Using Behavioral Economics to Increase Child Support 
Payments 
  
NEW Design for the Mother and Infant Home Visiting Program Evaluation-Strong 
Start 
  
NEW Tailored Teaching: The Need for Stronger Evidence About Early Childhood 
Teachers Use of Ongoing Assessment to Individualize Instruction 
  

http://www.opremethodsmeeting.org/?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.researchconnections.org/content/childcare/understand/administrative-data.html?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/blog/2015/06/honoring-world-refugee-day?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/blog/2015/06/honoring-world-refugee-day?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/research/project/understanding-the-intersection-between-tanf-and-refugee-cash-assistance-services?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/research/project/understanding-the-intersection-between-tanf-and-refugee-cash-assistance-services?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/reminders-to-pay-using-behavioral-economics-to-increase-child-support-payments?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/reminders-to-pay-using-behavioral-economics-to-increase-child-support-payments?utm_source=OPRE+News+-+July+16%2C+2015&utm_campaign=July+16%2C+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
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NEW What Do We Know About How Early Childhood Teachers Use Ongoing 
Assessment? 
  
NEW What Does it Mean to use Ongoing Assessment to Individualize Instruction 
in Early Childhood? 
  
NEW Early Head Start Home Visits and Classrooms: Stability, Predictors, and 
Thresholds of Quality 
  
NEW Employment Strategies for Low- Income Adults Evidence Review: Standards 
and Methods 

 

Plain Language Tip 
Use Simple Words and Phrases 
  
Simple words help you express your message clearly. 
  
Instead of: "promulgate" 
Try: "issue" or "publish" 
  
For more plain language tips, go to plainlanguage.gov. 
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