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The Office of Planning, 
Research and Evaluation 
(OPRE) studies 
Administration for 
Children and Families 
(ACF) programs and the 
populations they serve 
through rigorous research 
and evaluation projects. 

Greetings!  

Thank you for your interest in the Office of Planning, Research and 
Evaluation (OPRE). 

July is Americans with Disabilities Month 

July is Americans with Disabilities Month. A recent OPRE report 
examines two income support programs that are important for many 
low-income people with disabilities. 

The TANF-SSI Disability Transition Project (TSDTP) explores how 
ACF's Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) interacts with 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), a program of the Social Security 
Administration (SSA). SSI is a program that provides income support 
specifically for low-income people with disabilities. TANF and SSI 
differ in many ways, and maintain separate data systems. While 
interest has built around the relationship between the two programs, a 
clear picture remained elusive. 

A recent report from this project sheds new light on the topic by 
merging and analyzing data from the two programs. Key findings 
include the following: 

•	 Less than 10% of TANF recipients had an open SSI 
application, and just 6% of adults applying for SSI received 
TANF benefits within a year of the application. 

•	 Most TANF recipients who apply for SSI do so long before 
nearing their federal benefit time limit. 

•	 TANF recipients who applied for SSI were slightly less likely 
to be found disabled than other SSI applicants. Much of this 
difference is explained by differences in demographic 
characteristics like age. 

Plain Language Tip: 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wl5VT_f0mVuhugqddX-J4BRDjGSVPSCdGz3PJqrwy_MlOOjFb18542p1wlQ1iplUP-828570x9J2KapwFt7znJooO4SaDdIG7snawA0tfazkQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wl5VT_f0mVuhugqddX-J4BRDjGSVPSCdGz3PJqrwy_MlOOjFb18542p1wlQ1iplUP-828570x9J2KapwFt7znJooO4SaDdIG7snawA0tfazkQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wmf_0GhAwj2OI1THkETkFvIG9UOHI5JXTnz-OxMESLuxs_fBkmYitLYq7PDGrqut08NFpwZiU5j6pOuS7zd7t5QzlibL--KwW8Bfl0xJ4EheYZlGIR4XiTZT_UM5foKfACi_Zn8blC8CKqynGW_yJNM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wm52zV7UZkGKlkcxRy-Bko_u-GnU6I6VEqxveHBdeRewiKpEDtbaix9egpbWOTOWBGyApA5yz6EJf0KjZeICdgpDAM7rrwELqIqGsm-xKTwKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wm52zV7UZkGKlkcxRy-Bko_u-GnU6I6VEqxveHBdeRewiKpEDtbaix9egpbWOTOWBGyApA5yz6EJf0KjZeICdgpDAM7rrwELqIqGsm-xKTwKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wn7Y2gOj7egOQoOPePZaWH9fb8RiOlzk8lCwRxvo556xSOFQGQkKY-OcESPA4EsgmqONqzdREThyScD0Hs_q5aeVCL69DuEn9otEaINbjfUepA-PFvnaVzkVjVeTwHLc0MNYmz7xr4AZNRU52vKI9xgejoSaw_TZURkBncjGKlU2vceGnHXCUzV3SBubiv7OVuKe0gmBUF-r2r8ITwMXwlT
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9WnE-coJXjRPvULcSU1eM6uij-uyaXL2shoCVCdCou4CJl0VvuNFV9W6L1FP0lWkl6r5HczNXmd47g8QkURj5ivQcjDvuwL1lARekcXMKWdm5FmPZ4HQ31XOwEcMbpB8AaKeTRIsUAxdFrjGS-_JUBZxjiZB1nnjKHENkD2TBEWbWoYkKY3ZxjFrGtJtz2crotls4yeoISty6ES6n47aSaFyeoEJu2uYZ9-grxcs2h8IyKgWQy9cHD1R
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1108082727649&ea=acfopre@acf.hhs.gov&a=1114110310471
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1108082727649&p=oi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wk9NqxyhJYWSr0oMnCggvOqtsI7BQ9Z_cCV79FJCHRCh7hykdDvBnM6WNI4us8JU4R3stig-YMYhyVguXb3IS6VfBtnHUIpBxr9s6-tZxNdl7xdOgdN2s2BCqANw5VODNY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wk9NqxyhJYWSr0oMnCggvOqtsI7BQ9Z_cCV79FJCHRCh7hykdDvBnM6WNI4us8JU4R3stig-YMYhyVguXb3IS6VfBtnHUIpBxr9s6-tZxNdl7xdOgdN2s2BCqANw5VODNY=


 
  

 

 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

These include evaluations  
of existing programs,  
evaluations of innovative  
approaches  to helping low-
income children  and  
families, research syntheses  
and descriptive  and 
exploratory studies.  

Omit Unnecessary Words  
In 2010, the President signed the  Plain Writing Act of  2010, which 
requires the  federal government to write all new documents in a "clear,  
concise, well-organized" way.   PlainLanuage.gov  provides an overview  
of regulations and  agency requirements and many helpful resources,  
such as tips like the one provided below.   This is one in a series of ACF  
plain language tips.  
 
Why "cease and desist" when  you can just stop?   
   
Why do this "in order to" do that, when you can just do this  "to" do that?  
  
Why discuss this "as well  as" that, when  you can just discuss this "and"  
that?   
  
Watch for these wordy phrases and edit them out. Here's a chart with 
those and a  few more examples:   

  Don't say:  Say:  
 A sufficient number of  Enough 

 Is able to  Can 
  In order to  To 
  As well as  And 

 On the ground that  Because 
 Cease and desist  Stop 

Recently Released Reports  

 

Hispanics  and  Family-Strengthening 
Programs:  Cultural  Strategies to  
Enhance  Program Participation  
OPRE published a  project  brief as part of the  Hispanic  
Healthy Marriage Initiative (HHMI) Grantee 
Implementation Evaluation.  The brief, produced by  
the Lewin Group and written by Stacey Bouchet, Luis  
Torres and Allison Hyra , describes the adaptations and  
refinements undertaken by nine selected grantees to  
make their services  more culturally responsive. The 
adaptations included addressing issues of language,  
diversity, racism, and immigration, and incorporating  
cultural constructs  like  familismo, confianza,  
personalismo, and  respeto.  These adaptations were made 
to improve the recruitment, retention, overall 
participation, and effectiveness of the programs. Read  
full brief.     

 > Read Full Brief 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9WkWUUk1YNhVlj657Hx_4FgwanIA5vo-s_7vJJK3teqPjJvxfEwPzk5sO5S1CmJNL6PY4Blxh257WNrKiwo9rVFkcXFGWV-tcGENnAQq99bB_0BCs-STbRSOnRdIP4phACk568aQFLQHPTlE1eZjai0s0fGgdmXyfR3ErPJ3xm6wnw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9WlNwlVFeNzNoC_1WvYVTSypQ1tC65j642I8b5d_pz_zDwIU3y-xIE1SOknEcMv3kbgGuv8FGPn0sRi5H6HRVSBa82o5HiCC_4dQLo93T2ojfoALQ4uEDjJ97t0SsWzbDfk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9WmUNVhC-x15lEMNX4tPEjKuWmiu_7CadDatjjPb-_We7KSUAmftWk9787T_CUR61gSOVoDZtyel0rqTNUTQV8N6q7oSBG2cxqExqRm_5b03RSllVQ35dxj-Bu9n_GDLzNYLmYaCGRr99cu1UyK9mmdTX6pyizk5cKWzA5iCjGjAYYce08wPSl20aZJTKT2pYNgOExCamITBtuD5xB52iNKgesZ0e3Tc2fcInLX9JjOosNXHYVy9XULaPrn-EQJK8FM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9WmUNVhC-x15lEMNX4tPEjKuWmiu_7CadDatjjPb-_We7KSUAmftWk9787T_CUR61gSOVoDZtyel0rqTNUTQV8N6q7oSBG2cxqExqRm_5b03RSllVQ35dxj-Bu9n_GDLzNYLmYaCGRr99cu1UyK9mmdTX6pyizk5cKWzA5iCjGjAYYce08wPSl20aZJTKT2pYNgOExCamITBtuD5xB52iNKgesZ0e3Tc2fcInLX9JjOosNXHYVy9XULaPrn-EQJK8FM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9WmUNVhC-x15lEMNX4tPEjKuWmiu_7CadDatjjPb-_We7KSUAmftWk9787T_CUR61gSOVoDZtyel0rqTNUTQV8N6q7oSBG2cxqExqRm_5b03RSllVQ35dxj-Bu9n_GDLzNYLmYaCGRr99cu1UyK9mmdTX6pyizk5cKWzA5iCjGjAYYce08wPSl20aZJTKT2pYNgOExCamITBtuD5xB52iNKgesZ0e3Tc2fcInLX9JjOosNXHYVy9XULaPrn-EQJK8FM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9WnCDtJ-9MACCY6X4BP-Id6RUSDDHLQnlokH0oZ9ylmUMRvXRwTM8AJ9kedby9YxMyx6h2GIMXTRcbMZZXpX0-LRjZY1PQiRC-7aXk0Hoa75z6JCf6PyfmtzJ9X1XXmWzUIhMrHiuZ7oR0O040qQc0D3My97trK0sxbOfLNA5GXSSGEwJJ4axCa1bn67C9LH551Laaw_X4f7zXv-fxix35eaZtwE1v71mDh71xv87r18hA==


 

 

 
 
  

 

Overview  of  Tribal  Health  
Profession  Opportunity Grants  
Supportive  Services  
This brief discusses the academic and social  
supportive services that students  in the Tribal Health  
Profession Opportunity Grants (HPOG) program are  
receiving to support their  participation, retention and  
advancement in their trainings. It  provides an 
overview of  Tribal HPOG and the supportive services  
offered; how supportive services  meet students' needs;  
and promising approaches in delivering supportive  
services. The brief  was  written by Michael Meit,  et  
al., and is part  of a series of briefs being developed by  
the Tribal HPOG evaluation team, comprised of  
NORC at the University of Chicago, Red Star  
Innovations and the National Indian Health Board  
(NIHB).   

 > Read Full Report  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

     

Getting  Ready  for  Kindergarten:  
Children's  Progress  During  Head  
Start  - FACES 2 009  Child Outcomes  
Report   
OPRE released a report entitled  Getting Ready for 
Kindergarten: Children's Progress during Head Start. 
This is the third report in a series using data from  
the 2009 cohort of the Head Start Family  and Child  
Experiences Survey (FACES) describe children and  
families  as they enter Head Start, after one year,  
and, now, as they prepare for kindergarten. The  
report, written by Aikens et al., describes the 
family backgrounds and developmental outcomes  
of children as they completed the Head Start  
program and also describes progress in children's 
outcomes between Head Start entry and exit.  
FACES 2009 is the fifth nationally  representative  
cohort study of  Head Start children, their families,  
and the programs they attend  (previous cohorts  
were initiated in 1997,  2000, 2003,  and 2006). The  
survey is being conducted through a contract to 
Mathematica Policy Research.   

 > Read Full Report  

Disclaimer:  Reference in  this e-newsletter  to  any  specific commercial products, process, 
service, manufacturer, or company does not constitute its endorsement or  
recommendation by  the U.S. Government, t he Department of Health  and  Human  
Services, or the Administration for Children and Families (ACF). ACF is not responsible  
for the contents of any "off-site" web page referenced from this server or from private,  
third-party, pop-up, or  browser-integrated software or applications.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wkxy2mzEytTqnlAlz-Ej_tDhVo0kv71p58yX5N_ICJ1BuFAGINBB-aAjn3PYUPo4Hyy2YfvHtqM9_Qk4D_3-sie5Ezskm6P9qzDos0LYrkJv0BGhrxV9w8hfdeRKi6W3R9WX0lbTLuC1DUUg8k99ZrQxjm5p-dchltEjFdyB-Qalu2GLFuYMmrnzNAVqXhaK1LdWfOB6CVcakR4m9ce4qZYk4JLhy73CkdtSz0k8Bkx-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZZQ95s_H9Wkkcya5uKGAtHbSbhKYN7B4kqx-76SIYq2o5F7KtbIhPvlqCZ0xHOIjpNsN-KMaA5ZPBw-_FRhEEIuBtNeJeawDAWleBG3qFzDEbPBhqkmQVeUGuLxVjkAlB0OcB60jum7azxlipnP0Efm3zRSDMuZ-hwRST7QyQD-Acra-c9DUoZZzjfq-5PusuQ3HdgnaymEappOU0mUQhybwKgYSieu6yQPbySitxF4A8CIAdiGz24Fp--f8VhmN
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