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Oral Language Development 

“The rate of children’s early language 
growth and later language outcomes is 
directly related to the verbal input that 
children receive when communicatingg with 
adults and other children.” 

California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume I, CDE Press, 
2008 



SSettitti ng GG oalls ff or EELLLLs
 
 

“…one of the most important steps for any 
early childhood program is to collectively early childhood program is to collectively 
decide on explicit language goals for their 
ELLs.” 

Linda Espinosa, Ph.D. 
Getting It Right for Young Children from Diverse Backgrounds 



our D lD l
Considerations for the Development ofConsiderations for the Development of 
our DDuaual  l LLLL  anguageanguage LLLLearners…earners… 

 Getting to know the child and familyGetting to know the child and family 

 Value and support home languageValue and support home language 

 Promote oral languagePromote oral language & communication& communication 
throughout the daythroughout the day 

 Assess to inform instructionAssess to inform instruction 

 Provide focused enhancementsProvide focused enhancements for Englishfor English
Language LearnersLanguage Learners 

 Personalize instructionPersonalize instruction 



Personalized Oral Language(s)Personalized Oral Language(s) 
Learning  Learning (POLL)(POLL)LearningLearning (POLL)(POLL) 
developeddeveloped for LAUSDfor LAUSD by Lindaby Linda EsEspinosa,pinosa, Ph.D.,Ph.D., CaCarolarola Matera, Ph.D., EMatera, Ph.D., Elizlizabetabeth Magruder, M.Ed.h Magruder, M.Ed. 

Family Languages & InterestsFamily Languages & Interests
 

Environmental SupportsEnvironmental Supports 

 Instructional SupportInstructional Support 



FF amamiill LL && II tt ttFF ililyy LLanguagesanguages &&   IInnttereseresttss 
 &  I 

 FFamil ily L Languages & I t nterestts  
 
Interview
 
 

 Home Language Support 

 Family Engagement 

 Parent Workshops 





Environmental Supports…Environmental Supports…
 
Visually RichVisually Rich 



Environmental Supports
 
Facilitate rich conversations 



Environmental Supppports
 
Provide visual information 



Environmental Supports 
Provide places for independent learning
 



Environmental Supppports
 
Promote small group interactions 



Environmental Supports
 
Value and support home language
 



Making Vocabulary Development 

Meaningful…Establishing Routines
 

orW d  P  dW d: Prettend 
 Define: To decide to be someone or 

something elsesomething else 

 Example: “I can pretend to be aExample: I can pretend to be a 
tiger.” 

 Ask: What do you like to pretend to 
be? 



Anchor BooksAnchor Books 
SelectedSelected totoSelectedSelected   Enhance  Enhance VVocabularyocabularytoto EnhanceEnhance VocabularyVocabulary   
Development:Development: 

 read repetitively forread repetitively for a variety ofa variety of 
purposespurposes 

 foster vocabulary and conceptfoster vocabulary and concept 
development through interactivedevelopment through interactive 
conversationsconversations 

 strategystrategy work deepened in smallwork deepened in small 
gggg rouroupppp





CreatinCreatingggg anan Intentional MessaIntentional Messaggggee toto 

Enhance Vocabulary Development…Enhance Vocabulary Development…
 

 embedded with contentembedded with content 
vocabulary, this writtenvocabulary, this written 
message sets themessage sets the 
pupupupu rrposepose  pose pose ooooff eeeaceacacach lh lessoessoessoessonn

“Welcome“Welcome friendsfriends! We! We are glad youare glad you
WelcomeWelcome friendsfriends! We! We are glad youare glad you 

are here.are here. I like toI like to singsing.. 
What doWhat do

you like to do?you like to do?””
  you like to do?you like to do?   





UsingUsing Songs/ChantsSongs/Chants to Enhance to Enhance 
Vocabulary DevelopmentVocabulary Development

 Academic and content vocabulary Academic and content vocabulary 
areare  wovenwoven i i iinntttoto f fff    amamiliiliiliili  arar  songssongs    ananddd d   
chants to encourage repetitionchants to encourage repetition

  

I say “Please” you say “Thank you”        
“Please” … “Thank you”                         
“Please” … “Thank you”                         
I say “Hello” … you say “How are you?”  
“Hello” … “How are you?”                      
“Hello” … “How are you?”                      
I say “Fine” … you say “Thank you”        
“Fine” … “Thank you”                            
“Fine” … “Thank you”        

                                               
                                               
                                               
                                               
                                               
                                               
                                               
                                               





nE h
UsingUsing Visual Cues/GesturesVisual Cues/Gestures to 
E hance VVocabbullary D Devellopmentt:

 physical movements and signalsphysical movements and signals 
areare   tt     ifiifi   tt tt                  repearepea dd tteedd asas   specspecifiific  c conconttenentt 
vocabularyvocabulary is introduced to imprintis introduced to imprint 
meanmeaniiiing  ng 





o a o

Opportunities to Enhance Vocabulary 
Development… 

 Students are waiting in line 
 Circle Time 
 Transitions 
 Whole group work 
 Small group work 
 Content Area Developpment 
 Threading throughout a theme
 



Purposefu  l PlfP  annil P ng…l  i 
 



Assessments: Capturing Baseline Data 
& Measuring Ongoing Progress 
 Pre-LAS® 2000 English/Spanish: 

Receptive and expressive language pre/post-Receptive and expressive language – pre/post 

 Children’s Progress Academic Assessment(CPAA) 
-Interactive Computer SoftwareInteractive Computer Software 
-English/Spanish
 
-Literacy and Mathematics
 




 Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) 
-Observational tool
 
-Social/Emotional 

-ELD
 
-Language and Literacy
 
-Mathematics
 



POLLPOLL

 

Personalized 
OralOral 
Language(s)
Language(s)
 

Learningg 
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