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Greetings!

Thank you for your interest in the Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation
(OPRE). We recently released a number of reports and have some exciting news.

New Division in OPRE

OPRE has reorganized to form a third division. The office now consists of the
Division of Economic Independence (DEI), the Division of Child and Family
Development (DCFD), and the newly formed Division of Family Strengthening
(DFS). DEI focuses on welfare and family self-sufficiency; DCFD focuses on child
care, Head Start, Early Head Start, and child abuse and neglect; and DFS focuses
on teen pregnancy prevention, youth development, healthy marriage,
responsible fatherhood, and home visiting.

Division Directors

Mark Fucello

Division Director, DEI

Mark Fucello began his DHHS career in 1987 as a Presidential Management
Fellow in the Family Support Administration, a predecessor agency to ACF. He
has been the Director of the Division of Economic Independence in OPRE since
2008 and was the OPRE executive officer in the prior year. Mark has directed
national evaluations of employment and training, family support and
responsible fatherhood demonstrations as well as State AFDC/TANF research
demonstrations in the years prior to and directly after the 1996 welfare reforms.
In 1999 he left the federal government for four years to spend more time raising
his two daughters while consulting part time. Before moving to Washington he
taught secondary school English and directed a summer program for low-
income students in New Orleans. He attended the George Washington
University where he received a master's degree in public policy. He is a graduate
of Rutgers College and served in the United States Peace Corps from 1980-1983
in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Mary Bruce Webb

Division Director, DCFD

Mary Bruce Webb, Ph.D., has been with ACF for 18 years, and has been the
Director of the Division of Child and Family Development since 2005. Prior to
joining ACF, she was a school psychologist for public schools in Connecticut,
and then held research positions at Yale University and at Johns Hopkins
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and descriptive and
exploratory studies.
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University. At ACF, she has overseen a diverse array of studies, including the
National Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-Being, a longitudinal, nationally
representative survey of children and families who come into contact with child
welfare system. She is co-editor for two books that are based on that study: Child
Protection: Using Research to Improve Policy and Practice (Brookings Press, 2006)
and Child Welfare and Child Well-Being (Oxford Press, 2009). She received a Ph.D.
in School Psychology from Fordham University and did her Post-Doctoral
Training in Children's Mental Health Services Research at the Johns Hopkins
School of Public Health.

Lauren Supplee

Division Director, DFS

Lauren H. Supplee, Ph.D., has been selected to lead the new Division of Family
Strengthening. As a Senior Social Science Analyst in OPRE, Dr. Supplee initiated
and led OPRE's research and evaluation work on the Maternal Infant and Early
Childhood Home Visiting program and the Head Start CARES (Classroom-
based Approaches and Resources for Emotion and Social skill promotion)
project, among other accomplishments. Before joining OPRE, Lauren served in
several roles at the University of Pittsburgh, including Project Director for the
Pitt Early Steps Project and Adjunct Assistant Professor. She received an M.S.
and Ph.D. in educational psychology from Indiana University and a B.A. in
psychology from George Washington University.

OPRE in the News and on the Web

OPRE's Third Grade Follow Up to the Head Start Impact Study has been a
frequent presence in recent news. National outlets like "The Daily Show with Jon
Stewart", Fox News' John Stossel, and TIME magazine have all weighed in on
the findings from this prominent study. The Washington Post "Wonkbook"
blogger, Ezra Klein, features a discussion on Head Start and the Third Grade
Impact Study with Danielle Ewen, Director of Child Care and Early Education
Policy at the Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP).

In January, OPRE Director Naomi Goldstein participated in a panel titled
"Systematic Reviews as a Tool in Evidence-Based Decision Making: Improving
Research and Informing Practice." Presented by Mathematica Policy Research's
Center for Improving Research Evidence (CIRE), panel members discussed how
systematic reviews are helpful under the constant pressure to "do more with
less."

Various posts on ACF's Family Room blog have focused on recent OPRE briefs:
Understanding Hispanic Diversity: A "One Size Approach" to Service Delivery
May Not Fit All, Design Options for the Search of Employment, and The
Economic Well-Being of LGB Youth Transitioning Out of Foster Care are all
featured.

Grants Awarded to Study Poverty, Inequality, and
Mobility Among Hispanics

In 2012, OPRE provided funding to the Stanford Center on Poverty and
Inequality for research on poverty, inequality, & mobility among Hispanics. The
Center recently announced grant awards on these topics. Core funding for the
Center is provided by the HHS Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and
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Evaluation.

Early Head Start Research and Evaluation Project
Findings Published

Findings from the Early Head Start Research and Evaluation project were
recently published in a Monograph of the Society for Research in Child
Development (Volume 78, Issue 1). The Early Head Start evaluation, which
began at the program's inception in 1995, randomly assigned families to receive
Early Head Start or community services. The Monograph was developed
independently by researchers who were involved in an EHS research and
evaluation consortium sponsored by ACF, and features analyses of children's
experiences and the impacts of services through the children's preschool years.

Addressing Domestic Violence in
Hispanic Healthy Relationship
Programs

OPRE published a brief as part of the Hispanic
Healthy Marriage Initiative (HHMI) Grantee
Implementation Evaluation. The brief, produced by
the Lewin Group, describes the ways in which nine
selected grantees educated participants and staff about
domestic violence, established and executed
partnerships with domestic violence expert
organizations, and screened participants for domestic
violence.

> Read Full Brief

Understanding Hispanic Diversity:
A "One Size Approach to Service
Delivery

OPRE published a brief as part of the Hispanic
Healthy Marriage Initiative (HHMI) Grantee
Implementation Evaluation. The brief, produced by
the Lewin Group, describes the populations served by
the nine sites in the study and the implications of
Hispanic diversity for program design, delivery, and
evaluation.

> Read Full Brief

Introduction to the Health
Profession Opportunity Grants
(HPOG) Program and First Year
Implementation and Outcomes
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OPRE released a brief as part of the Health Profession
Opportunity Grants (HPOG) Implementation, Systems
and Outcomes Project. This brief describes the HPOG
Program and progress made by grantees in the first
year of funding. It also describes the evaluation efforts
sponsored by ACF to assess the success of the HPOG
Program. The project is being led by Abt Associates in
partnership with the Urban Institute.

> Read Full Brief

Connecting At-Risk Youth to
Promising Occupations

OPRE released a brief that examines features of
promising occupations for at-risk youth that feature
sufficient compensation and could put them on a path
to becoming independent adults. Key features are
used to identify promising occupations, and based on
these criteria, opportunities in two fields are
highlighted - health care and construction. A number
of work-based learning and career pathway programs
are also discussed, including ACF's Health Profession
Opportunity Grants program. This brief was written as
part of ACF's Youth Demonstration Development
project. The project is being conducted by
Mathematica Policy Research and the Chapin Hall
Center for Children.

> Read Full Brief

Two Reports from the Second
Cohort of the National Survey of
Child and Adolescent Well-Being
(NSCAW)

OPRE released two reports from the National Survey
of Child and Adolescent Well-Being: Children and
Families Receiving Child Welfare Services Post-Baseline,
and Child Safety. These reports are part of a series
based on data from the 18-month follow-up for the
second cohort of this nationally representative survey
of children investigated by child protective services.
The Child Welfare Services report summarizes the
experiences of those children and families who had
contact with the child welfare system in the 18 months
after the baseline interview. The Child Safety report
summarizes repeat reports of abuse or neglect survey,
and child and caregiver reports of aggression and
violence in the home within the previous 12 months.

> Read Full Reports
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Design Options for an Evaluation
of TANF Job Search Assistance

OPRE released a new report as part of the Design
Options of the Search for Employment (DOSE) Project.
This report presents options for a rigorous evaluation
of the impact of Job Search Assistance (JSA) services
on low-income workers. It discusses tradeoffs when
considering research questions, technical merit,
practical merit, and policy relevance. A partner report
reviews current JSA programs and evidence on their
effectiveness. The project is being conducted by Abt

Associates.

> Read Full Report
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