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Back to School!

PLAIN LANGUAGE
TIP: It's OK to
use pronouns

Use pronouns to speak
directly to readers, and
address one person, not a
group. While this might feel
more casual than typical
government
communication, it is
consistent with plain
language guidelines that are
now in use.

Here are a couple examples:

Before: The applicant must
provide his or her mailing
address and his or her
identification number.

After: You must provide
your mailing address and
identification number.

Before: Once the candidate's
goals are established, one or
more potential employers
are identified. A
preliminary proposal for
presentation to the
employer is developed. The

Greetings!

Thank you for your interest in the Office of Planning,
Research and Evaluation (OPRE).

Back to School!

For many parents August signifies the end of summer,
the last of family vacations and the beginning of back to
school for their kids. Parents looking to advance their
careers may be preparing to go back to school
themselves. Career pathway programs offer low-
income and educationally disadvantaged people the
opportunity to advance their skills and gain
opportunities in jobs and industries that are in demand.

Two recent OPRE reports highlight the possibilities and
prospects for career pathways programs. These
programs have developed over the past decade as a
comprehensive framework of adult developmental and
vocational education and supportive services designed
to address the challenge of providing post-secondary
skills training to low-income and educationally
disadvantaged individuals. As part of the evaluations
of the Health Professions Opportunity Grant Program,
OPRE recently released a review of the literature on
career pathways programs. This review summarizes
the key components of career pathways programs and
the existing evidence of their effectiveness.
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proposal is presented to an
employer who agrees to
negotiate an individualized
job that meets the
employment needs of the
applicant and real business
needs of the employer.

After: Once we establish
your goals, we identify one
or more potential
employers. We prepare a
preliminary proposal to
present to an employer who
agrees to negotiate a job that
meets both his and your
employment needs.
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The Office of Planning,
Research and Evaluation
(OPRE) studies
Administration for
Children and Families
(ACF) programs and the
populations they serve
through rigorous research
and evaluation projects.
These include evaluations
of existing programs,
evaluations of innovative
approaches to helping low-

To advance the evidence on career pathways programs,
OPRE's Innovative Strategies for Increasing Self-
Sufficiency (ISIS) project is evaluating the effectiveness
of nine different career pathways programs. One of
those programs, the Patient Care Academy at the
Madison Area Technical College (MATC) was profiled
in a recent OPRE brief. MATC's career pathway program
focuses on entry-level and intermediate occupations in
health care. By accelerating coursework with an
occupational focus in health, students in the Patient Care
Academies can simultaneously advance their
educational and career goals.

Other News

Recent Article of Interest

A recent Govexec.com article by John Kamensky called "4
Ways You Can Prove Your Program Isn't A Waste"
highlights several federal initiatives. OPRE is overseeing
activities related to three of these initiatives focusing on
home visiting, teen pregnancy prevention, and
innovations to reduce long term foster care. OPRE's
activities in these areas include rigorous evaluations,
technical assistance to grantees on evaluation and the use
of data, and syntheses of evidence.

For more information:

Mother and Infant Home Visiting Program Evaluation
(MIHOPE) of the Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood
Home Visiting Program (MIECHYV)

Home Visiting Evidence of Effectiveness project
(HomVEE)

Tribal Evaluation Institute

Evaluation of the Personal Responsibility Education
Program (PREP)

Permanency Innovations Initiative (PII)

Recently Released Reports
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