
 
  
 
 

   
   

   
  

      
    

     
     
   

   
  

   
   
   
   

  
 

 

                     

 

Journe  y t  o Resettlemen t in  th  e Unite  d States  

War  , ethni  c 
cleansing , 
persecutio n 

Refugee/ s fle  e int  o 
 a countr  y o  f  

First  Asylum  

Register s wit  h 
UNHCR   – live  s i  n 
cam  p o  r finds  
privat  e lodgin  g 

UNHCR refers to 
third country for 
refugee processing & 
possible resettlement 

Goes to a US Refugee Processing 
Center – eligibility screening, 
paperwork, bio-data (goes to US 
for allocation to national Volag), 
INS interview scheduled 

I  s interviewe  d b  y 
USCIS  an  d approve d 
o  r denie  d refuge e 
status  (i  f denied  ma  y file  
 a motion-to-reconsider  –  

future  uncertain)  

IOM schedules medical 
screening (provides 
treatment if needed), 
arranges travel loan, 
arranges flight after 
assurance is verified 

Refugee/ s depart  fo  r 
US  an  d arriv  e at  
resettlement  sit  e 
(time  o  f entire  proces s 
varie  s b  y circumstance)  

Key Agencies 

UNH  CR –  United  Nation  s Hig  h Commissioner  
for  Refugee s  
RP  C –  Refuge e Processin g Center 
USCI  S –  Refugee  uni  t o  f Dep  t o  f Homeland  
Securit  y 
IOM  –  Internationa l Organizatio  n for  
Migratio  n 




