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FINGERPRINT INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPONSORS
Fingerprints
	In order to sponsor a minor in the custody of the ORR, you must undergo a background check that requires you to be fingerprinted. Background checks typically take between one to two weeks to complete; therefore, you must be fingerprinted within 3 days to begin the family reunification process. Please note that any delays made in filing any required paperwork or not attending a scheduled fingerprinting will delay the release of the minor you are attempting to sponsor. Please note that fingerprints and forms should NOT be sent to ORR directly. 

STEPS FOR FINGERPRINTING

1. Read the Authorization for Release of Information carefully and complete the form.

2. Fax or email the Case Worker the completed Authorization for Release of Information and a copy of your photo ID. If you are unable to fax email the documents, please send it by express or priority mail as soon as you are able to do so. 

3. After submitting the Authorization for Release of Information the Case Worker will either arrange a fingerprinting session for you, or will give you the contact information of the designated digital fingerprinting site to arrange your own appointment.  If you are unable to travel to the designated digital fingerprint site, you may discuss with your Case Worker the option to provide two sets of paper fingerprint cards.

4. Attend your fingerprinting session at the scheduled time at the designated digital fingerprint site. (Please note that ORR does not offer sponsor fingerprinting services at ORR offices.   Fingerprinting services are available at designated fingerprint sites only).

5. Contact the Case Worker after you attend your fingerprinting session to let him or her know you have done so and wait for any other instructions. 

Requesting Background Check Results
Sponsors and adult household members may review the results of their FBI fingerprint background checks by sending a request to the care provider organization where the minor you are sponsoring currently resides or by sending a request directly to the Office of Refugee Resettlement, Division of Children’s Services, UAC Program Contact information available on the ORR website http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/programs/unaccompanied_alien_children.htm 

Challenging a FBI Criminal Background Check
If a sponsor or an adult household member believes the FBI criminal background check results are incorrect, he or she may challenge the accuracy or completeness of the information. The sponsor or adult household member may contact the agency that contributed the information the sponsor believes is incorrect.  Additional details about obtaining a change, correction, or update of an FBI identification record are set forth in the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations at 28 CFR § 16.34. 
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