Dear Colleagues:

This letter is to notify you of a change to the hosting environment for the State Temporary Assistance Program (TANF) system data file transfers.  This change is a result of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Data Center announcing that the mainframe that serves as the data file repository environment for the State TANF data files will be retired by Oct 30, 2015.  A server is in place at NIH to replace the mainframe.  

With the migration to the new server, states will have the two options for data transmission methods which will be supported by ACF Office of Information Services (OIS):

(a) TIBCO managed file transfer (MFT) software (previously called CyberFusion).  ACF has a contract with TIBCO to provide the MFT software to states for their file transfers to ACF Federal systems.  States will have access to this software at no cost.

(b) SecureFTP (using software that meet FISMA FIPS 140-2 security requirements)
States transmitting via SecureFTP must use software that is FIPS 140-2 certified with the FIPS mode enabled.  This will allow for the encryption of the data.  You will need to coordinate with OIS IT support staff to put in place a direct connection to NIH. A list of SecureFTP software that are FIPS 140-2 certified is available at:
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://csrc.nist.gov/groups/STM/cmvp/documents/140-1/1401vend.htm.  States transitioning to  this option will need to purchase the software at their own expense.  


States wishing to transition to use TIBCO MFT software should complete and return the attached ACF MFT license request form to Yun Song at yun.song@acf.hhs.gov.  The TIBCO MFT software obtained via the ACF contract may be used only for State file transfers to ACF Federal systems.

States will have to make necessary changes to their file transfer network configuration as part of this migration.  Migration testing will be done in phases and states will be contacted by OIS IT support staff to inform them of the testing periods.  Please note that regardless of which transmission method a state chooses, some action will be required.  You may contact OIS IT support staff if you need technical information:  Arianta Anaya, arianta.anaya@acf.hhs.gov, 202 401-5592.

It is critical that you fully implement and test your network configuration changes for file transfers to the new server at NIH by Oct 2, 2015.  
