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Pathways to Healthcare
Professions

HPOG helped Salome find successful
career despite her major health challenges

Salome grew up on the Pine Ridge Reservation in southwest
South Dakota. For many years she took care of her parents,
both of whom were on dialysis. She helped administer their
medication and made sure they were comfortable and well-
looked after. Later in life, Salome herself required dialysis
over a period of ten years. While receiving treatment,
Salome watched the nurses at work. She admired the
confident, respectful, and compassionate way they
interacted with patients under their care. This experience
stuck with her and influenced her decision to enter the
healthcare field.

In 2015, Salome began her education journey by enrolling in
the GED program at the Career Learning Center in Rapid
City, SD. At times, she was discouraged, unsure if she had
what it took to become successful. An instructor noticed her
frustrations and introduced her to the Prosperity Initiative.
Itis a program that strives to move families and individuals,
like Salome, in Rapid City from poverty to prosperity.
Salome expressed her goal to make something more of
herself as well as her desire to enter the healthcare field.
They referred her to the Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s
Health Board’s HPOG program, Pathways to Healthcare
Professions (PHP). Soon after Salome’s acceptance into

PHP, she started a Certified Nursing Assistant program.

Completing her education proved difficult. Salome had to

balance 40 hours of school with dialysis treatments three

times a week. Salome was determined to complete her
training though and worked out an alternative schedule
that allowed her to fulfill her academic requirements. The
instructor let her leave early on the days she had

dialysis, and worked with her after class on alternate days
so she would not fall behind. PHP staff also helped her get

to her classes and treatments.

In class, Salome was shy but engaged with the material.
She demonstrated an excellent knowledge and
understanding of patient care. Her instructors noted her
kindness and dedication to caring for others. During
clinical rotations, she went the extra mile for patients
under her care, such as answering call lights when she was
not required to. Salome completed her CNA training in April

2019 and received her GED soon after.

In January 2020, Salome began a Licensed Practical Nurse
program at Western Dakota Tech and is on track to become
a nurse. Under normal circumstances, Salome’s health and
financial challenges might have prevented her from
achieving her goals, but her determination, integrity and
perseverance kept her focused. The support she received
from the PHP HPOG staff further allowed her to excel and

helped make her dream a reality.

This success story was self-identified by the grantee and information contained in this document was provided by the grantee.
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