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-
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Contact Information
:
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1600 Downing Street, Suite 200
       
Denver, CO  80218
       
(303) 831-4500 office
       
(303) 831-4499 fax
www.CCESJ.org
  
AASFC@CCESJ.org
 
)When we originally thought about the concept of coalition, we thought that it occurred when a group of individuals or organizations put their names (individual and organizational) together for the sake of identification.    At least this seemed to be what was required when we pursued funding.  For a while this was all that was necessary for funding purposes and so I thought I had the concept understood. 
We realize we have a lot to learn about the topic.  Many of us participated in a Bridges Out of Poverty Conference in Denver, CO, earlier this year.  It featured a brief education on coalition building.   As well, our affiliation with a variety of non-profit, public sector, and foundation organizations, empower us to recognize the importance of coalition for the purpose of survival.  While it is true that necessity is the mother of invention, it is also the father of convention, the need for us to cooperate not only for the greater good but for our individual survival.
A generic definition of coalition is a pact or treaty among individuals or groups, during which they cooperate in joint action, each in their own self-interest, joining forces together for a common cause. Unlike a covenant, a coalition describes the coming together or the joining of factions with overlapping interests instead of opposing ones.  This alliance may or may not be temporary or a matter of convenience.   A coalition might also refer to a group of citizens uniting behind a common goal.   It can also be a collaborative that allows distinct people or organizational entities to pool resources and combine efforts in order to effect change.   Although persons and groups form coalitions for many different reasons, the most common purpose is to combat a common threat or to take advantage of a certain opportunity.   
According to Sidney Tarrow, four elements are necessary to maintain a coalition: (1) Members frame the issue(s) that brings them together with a common interest.  (2) Members’ trust in each other and believe that their peers have a credible commitment to the common issue(s) and/or goal(s).  (3) There is a mechanism(s) to manage differences in language, orientation, tactics, culture, ideology, etc. between and among the collective's members.  (4) There is a shared incentive to participate and, for everyone involved to benefit. 
Denver has responded to this clarion call.  Like our predecessors in New York, NY, Washington, DC, Atlanta, GA, and Irvington, NJ, we sponsored a Strengthening Families Summit in March.  At that time participants, numbering more than 150, identified our Community’s desire to build a coalition.  Our work since then, partnering with various interest groups/Task Forces, established five areas of emphasis to be addressed initially in the Five Points Area.   Unlike our predecessors, our community opted to be lead by the consumers of the goods and services offered by the public sector.    
Please join us December 8, 2012, to hear what we have learned as we prepare for coalition building opportunities for 2013.
Rev. Marjorie B. Lewis, PH.D., D. MIN., LMFT, LAC
American Association Strengthening Families Communities
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AASFC
Strengthening Families and Communities Coalition Conference:  Denver, CO
December 8, 2012
Schedule of Activities (Program At A Glance)

Morning Plenary:  9:30 am until 10:30 am (Moderator:  Rev. H. Malcolm Newton, TH.D.)
We will hear a word of welcome from some of our most OUTSTANDING PUBLIC OFFICIALS SERVING AT THE LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT.  As well, we will be briefed regarding the day and what to expect.

Break Out Session One:  10:45-11:45 pm
Each Interest Group will feature a workshop where consumers of public sector services will share their stories of success and challenge during the course of their journey.

Lunch Plenary 12:00 noon -1:00 pm:  Collaboration (Presenter Brother Jeff Fard)
We will hear from Brother Jeff Fard regarding the Asset Based Community Development approach to individual empowerment and NETWORKING/SHARING INFORMATION.  Brother Jeff experienced the privilege of training under by Mr. Mike Green, author of the book, “When People Care Enough to Act.”  Mr. Green is a member of our Denver Community, and is looking forward to working with us in 2013.  He, along with our Nation’s First Lady, Michelle Obama, are members of the ABCD Institute Faculty, at the Northwestern University.

Break Out Session Two:  1:15-2:15 pm
Each Interest Group will feature a workshop where again consumers of public sector services will share their stories of success and challenge during the course of their journey.

Afternoon Plenary 2:30-3:30 pm (Presenter:  Dr. Chris Weible [to be confirmed])
We will hear from an expert regarding cutting edge approaches to INFORMING PUBLIC POLICY.  The approach features the renounced multiple streams (“garbage can”) model of policy analysis and reform.  This model will allow us to consider The Problem, The Policy, and The Politics of issues with we grapple as a community.  Don’t let the name fool you, the presentation is one of the most valuable resources we need in this quest to strengthen families and communities.

· Child Care Will Be Available
· Christmas Gifts Shared At The End of The Conference
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Strengthening Families and Communities Coalition Conference:  Denver, CO
December 8, 2012      9:30 am through 3:30 am

Program Matrix


	
	9:30-10:30 am 

Plenary:  Welcome/ Conference Overview
Featured Speakers (Local/State/National
Public Officials)



Participants
	10:45-11:45 

Break Out
Session -1-
Task Forces
1 2 3 4 5





Participants
	12:00noon-1:00 pm 

Plenary:  Networking and Information Sharing
The ABCD 
MODEL 
Featured  Speaker:  Brother Jeff


Participants
	1:15-2:15 

Break Out
Session -2-
Task Forces
1 2 3 4 5



Participants
	2:30-3:30 

Plenary:
Informing Public Policy:  The Multi- Streams Model of Policy Analysis
Featured Spk 
Chris Weible


Participants. 
	

	
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	Econ Dev.
Wk. Shop
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	Econ Dev.
Workshop
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	

	
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	Youth
Wk. Shop
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	Youth
Workshop
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	

	
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	Reentry
Wk. Shop
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	Reentry
Workshop
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	

	
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	Homeless
Wk Shop
	Everyone  
TF 1-5
	Homeless
Workshop
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	

	
	Everyone
TF 1-5
	Fatherhood
Wk. Shop
	Everyone  
TF 1-5
	Relation.
Workshop
	Everyone
TF 1-5
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Strengthening Families and Communities Coalition Conference:  Denver, CO
December 8, 2012

Registration Form (one per participant):  Please complete and e-mail, or fax to:
AASFC@CCESJ.org   or   (303) 831-4499 fax 

Name:     

Organization:     

e-mail address: 

telephone number:   

Area of Interest (please choose up to two):

Economic Development: 

Youth: 

Reentry:  

Homelessness: 

Healthy Relationships:  

Childcare:  yes:				no:

		If yes, for how many children:
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Breakfast'Plenary: 9:30-10:30 .

Breakout Sessions 1: 10:45-11:45

Mid-Day Plenary: 12:00-1:00

BreakoutiSessions 2: 1:15-2:15

AfternoonfPlenary:2:30-3:30
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